
It is not only here in Cobh that Irish Water contractors have been stopped 
from installing meters for residents who don't want them. Every day 
there is a new report of a local community somewhere in the country 
standing up and blocking Irish Water contractors from entering estates to 
install the hated meters. Whenever the Taoiseach and Tánaiste attend 
public events they can now expect to be met by peaceful, but rightfully 
very angry, protests. On 18th November the government announced 
significant concessions from the original proposals in the hope that this 
would dissipate the size of the protests but if anything this only seems to 
have only given more impetus to the anti-water charges movement. 
 
Irish Water and the government are on the back foot and resorting to 
ever more desperate measures in the face of this mass movement of the 
working class organising in our local communities to defeat the water 
charges.  

WE ARE WINNING! 

The campaign against water charges has seen its first convictions with 
the 28-day prison sentence for 3 Dublin protesters who dared to defy the 
20m exclusion zone around GMC Sierra meter installers (with a 6-month 
suspension so long as they don't break the injunction again). Those 
involved in the so-called "violent protest" against Joan Burton are also 
threatened with arrest. All around the country there are campaign 
activists stopping Irish Water contractors from entering their estates and 
just like here in Cobh we are seeing names and addresses being taken 
with the potential for later arrests. 

It is essential that we all stand together no matter what criticisms any of 
us may have of anyone who is arrested or threatened with arrest. The 
aim of Irish Water and the government is to try to divide the movement 
between the nice decent ordinary protesters and the nasty 
socialist/anarchist/dissident terrorist infiltrators who are leading the 
campaign in a "violent" direction - something we all know is a completely 
fake distinction. Our strength comes from our unity as working people 
and we need to stay strong in the conviction that an injury to one is an 
injury to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

With the threat of 
prosecutions and possible 
imprisonment still hanging 
over all protesters who 
obstruct Irish Water 
contractors Cobh Says No 
has decided to join with 
other groups around the 
country in having a 
solidarity candlelight vigil 
outside Cobh Garda 
station if anyone is sent to 
prison. 

If you hear news of the 
imprisonment of any 
protesters anywhere in 
the country please contact 
Cobh Says No and join us 
at 6pm that evening 

outside the Garda station. 

An injury to one is an injury to all 
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The National Assembly against Water Charges on Wednesday, 10th 
December may be the most important national event in this campaign so 
far. The huge demonstration in the capital on October 11th gave a clear 
message to the government that the working class would not accept the 
imposition of water charges.  This was reinforced when hundreds of 
thousands of people came out in over 100 centres in every corner of the 
state on November 1st.  Then came the unprecedented campaign of 
vilification of peaceful protests from the state, its loyal media and the 
whole establishment.  This was meant to frighten “ordinary” people away 
from protest and drive them off the streets and to cower in their homes. 
We need to show them that we are not afraid, that we reject the 
outrageous labels of violent protesters, and the ridiculous claims of being 
dupes of dissident republicans or indeed ISIS for that matter.  

 

On December 10th Cobh Says No will be running a bus from the town to 
Dublin where we will join with groups and individuals from every corner 
in the country in converging on Leinster House for what will be last 
sitting of the Dáil and Seanad before they start their lengthy Christmas 
and New Year holiday.  We need to give them a firm message that we 
have not gone away and will not be going away; that their campaign of 
slander and threats against us has not worked and that we will continue 
organising within our communities to resist water meter installation and 
for non-payment of their water charges until such time as Irish Water is 

abolished and the water charges are buried for ever.  

 

. 

 

 

“We need to give them a 

firm message that we have 

not gone away and will not 

be going away” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Social at the Commodore 

Hotel 

December 10th – Will you be there? 
 

 

Please see advert for bus tickets on page 1 

The Cobh Says No to Austerity campaign against the water charges has cost 
very little to run.  It is a community based campaign run by street and 
estate committees.  Individuals have used their own limited resources to 
fund items and individuals and local small traders have been generous with 
donations of warm food, photocopying and other items.  But no campaign 
can run without funding.  We think it is unfair to expect individual activists 
to pay for petrol used in their cars as part of our Irish Water spotting 
activity or to cover the cost of printing.  Separately a national legal fund is 
being established (http://www.icrowdfund.ie/campaigns/save-our-irish-
water-national-defense-fund/). To defray the cost of these incidentals we 
are holding a fundraising social at the Commodore Hotel on Friday 5th 
December, $2.50 entry with raffles on the night and doors open at 9pm – 
strictly over 18s. 


